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Some time after my fathers death, Dundas renewed
the assurance to me in strong terms, and told me he
had said to Lord Caermarthen, ".It is a deathbed pro-
mise, and I must fulfil it." Yet David has now been
kept waiting above eight years, when he might have
established himself again in trade, and, notwithstand-
ing Dundas's exorbitant power, has got no employment,
though he is an intelligent, accurate, worthy man, and
has declared his willingness to accept of any situation
in any department. This is cruel usage. The patient
firmness with which David behaves is very respectable.
He is right in persevering, so as to leave Dundas no
excuse for not keeping his word.

As to myself, Dundas, though he fledged himself (as
the modern phrase is) to assist me in advancing in pro-
motion, and though he last year assured me> upon his
honour, that my letter concerning the Scotch Judges
had made no difference; yet, except When I in a
manner compelled him to dine with me last winter, has
entirely avoided me, and I strongly suspect has given
Pitt a prejudice against me. The excellent Langton
says it is disgraceful; it is utter folly in Pitt not to
reward and attach to his administration a man of my
popular and pleasant talents, whose merit he has ac-
knowledged in a letter under his own hand. He did
not answer several letters, which I wrote at intervals,
requesting to wait upon him; I lately wrote to him
that such behaviour to me was certainly not generous.
" I think it is not just, and (forgive the freedom) I
doubt if it be wise. If I do not hear from you in
ten days, I shall conclude that you are resolved to
have no farther communication with me ; for I assure
you, Sir, I am extremely unwilling to give you, or in-
deed myself, unnecessary trouble/' About two months
have elapsed, and he has made no sign. How can I